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Who was bell hooks?

bell hooks was the pen name of Gloria 
Jean Watkins (d 2021). She was an African-
American who emerged from a poor, 
segregated community to become a 
famous author, academic, educator, and 
social critic. 

She is best known for her work on race, 
feminism, and class. 

She pointed out that unfair power 
relationships related to race, capitalism 
and gender work together to create 
exclusion and inequity. 

We love her statement ‘feminism is for 
everybody’ because it tells us that what 
we at WHT value about feminism — 
inclusivity and respect — are important 
tools we can use to transform gender, 
race and social relationships.  

New projects
Pregnancy Choices Tasmania 
website
This year we launched a new website — an  
online directory of Tasmanian sexual and  
reproductive health services. It can connect  
Tasmanians to their local health services,  
including pharmacists, GPs, hospitals, private  
specialists, radiologists and counsellors. WHT  
has been active in contacting and engaging with  
health service providers to sign up to the website,  
and to keep their information up to date.

The Gambling Project
Over the last year we have worked with women from 
Tigrinyan-, Farsi- and Nepali-speaking communities 
to identify what those communities would like to 
know about gambling risk factors and how to protect 
themselves and their communities from developing 
problem gambling behaviours. Together we have 
co-designed audio and written resources for their 
communities in these community languages.
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A mesage from the  
Chair and CEO
As we write this, we are celebrating the Australian women 
netballers’ World Championship win and the wonderful 
achievements of the Matildas in the FIFA World Cup. 
Everyone, but especially women and girls, are loving seeing 
strong, committed women working as teams to achieve their 
goals. We’re all dreaming of being strong and fast and being 
part of a knock out team.

So here is a team for you to join – feminists! ‘Feminism is for 
everybody’ is our theme this year.

At WHT our feminism embraces lots of ideas and people. 
We take an ‘intersectional approach’ in how we work. That 
means that we think about the way lots of issues intersect to 
affect people’s lives. We understand that gender is a major 
driver of health outcomes so it is a critically important lens to 
think about when we work with women, but it is not the only 
one. Women come from all different walks of life and have 
different experiences. We are deeply affected by our class, 
our visa status, our level of dis/ability, our race, where we 
live… you name it. In our work we try to be open to hearing 
from women about all these things. 

Our feminism also embraces diverse understandings of sex, 
gender and sexuality. That is why you will see us talking about 
‘women and other folk who menstruate’ in a menstrual 
health project, or promoting cervical screening by talking 
to ‘everyone who has a cervix’. Many diverse folk would 
appreciate information or resources we have to share, and 
we try to think about how to share these resources in ways 
that are accessible to them. 

Talking to diverse people in diverse places takes us all over 
Tasmania, and we do this by delivering projects, partnerships 
and online resources. Some highlights of this year have been 
the final phases of the Rural Strength Training project in St 
Helens, Dunalley and Geeveston, and the Migrant Mother 
and Baby Group. We also grateful for the ongoing support 
from donors for the Undies Project.

Thank you to our great team of volunteers, and our 
wonderful donors, and everyone else who has been part of 
the WHT community over the last year. Women tell us our 
services have helped them get to the places they want to 
go in their lives. We know we couldn’t have done our work 
without you.

We had a vote on what famous quote we wanted to use 
on our poster and we settled on this one. We think it is 
generous, and inspiring, and optimistic. We hope you do too.

Thank you everyone,

Chair      CEO 
N AO M I  B RYA N T   J O  F L A N AG A N
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Administration
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Our Board
Women’s Health Tasmania is a charity which is 
overseen by a Board of Governance. The Board meets 
regularly and maintains regular working groups to 
assist it in the performance of its functions. Other 
working groups are formed as needed.

Chair
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Deputy Chair
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Secretary
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Chair of the Audit and Risk Working Group
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Public Officer
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