A MESSAGE FROM
THE CHAIR AND CEO

OUR FINANCES
Income

Last year’s Annual Report is full of our shock at the pandemic.
Another year and we’re old hands at border closures, isolation,
quarantining and vaccination queues. We wish it would all go away
of course, but we’re familiar now with distant (online) meetings, and
using technology for activities. This one positive about the pandemic
has helped us to take more steps towards becoming the statewide
organisation we want to be.

6,916

Grants
$647,967
Total income

=

JobKeeper subsidy
$84,000

$802,267

occasions of service

Donations
$52,715

In 2020/21 we hosted our first webinars. We had a panel discussion
for International Women’s Day, another with women candidates for
the State Election, and a workshop with speakers from Public Health
Services on vaccine hesitancy. It was exciting watching people from
as far away as the Bass Strait Islands joining into the events. We also
created, edited, and released a sequence of podcasts on sexual and
reproductive health which have been much downloaded.

Sundry
$17,585

Expenditure

Over the last year we developed new partnerships, with undies
manufacturers, with health professionals, with advocates working
on the issues around family violence and women’s housing, and
with the Mental Health Professionals Network to create two new
networks around women’s mental health, and maternal and infant
mental health.

Operations and admin
$309,473

Total expenditure
=

Activities and services
$290,306

$714,533

4,329

Health promotion work
$114,754

Our partnership with other women’s services has seen us go far
afield as part of the statewide Mentors in Violence Prevention
Project. We’ve delivered this ‘bystander’ training to communities
across the southern region.

attendances at classes
and activities

NEW PROJECTS
IN 2021/22

We also did a lot of policy work: submissions on rural health services
and preventative health care, on the legality and impact of ‘gay
conversion’ practices, and on changes to the Bail Bill, which we felt
would impact unfairly on women. And we wrote a report on the
health needs of women who are homeless or at risk of homelessness.
Our year was marked by major renovations. The dear old Cottage,
which has stood her ground since 1880, was slowly disintegrating
back into Lefroy St in a cloud of mould and mud. New foundations,
new floors, new walls, and waterproofing were installed and she’s
back in all her glory. A decent girdle is what the old girl needed.

THE UNDIES PROJECT
Helped by a grant from the Hobart City Council
and a partnership with Australian underwear
manufacturer Modibodi, WHT distributed sets of
period friendly underwear to eligible folk living
in the Hobart City Council area. The project had
two goals: to support women to tackle period
poverty, and to address the landfill issues caused by
disposable pads and tampons.

We’ve had the support of a great team of volunteers, and of
wonderful donors who have helped us fund the renovations,
refurnish The Cottage and deliver projects.
Thank you everyone who has been part of the WHT community over
the last year. Women tell us our services have helped them achieve
good outcomes in their lives. We know we couldn’t have done our
work without you.

1,048

KNIT YOUR BITS
This is a craft project about women’s bodies. It
is a challenge to women to sew, knit or crochet
part of their body for an exhibition to celebrate
International Women’s Day in March 2022. The goal
of Knit Your Bits is to create positive understandings
of the diversity of women’s bodies.

Thank you everyone.
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Women’s Health Tasmania is a charity which is
overseen by a Board of Governance. The Board meets
regularly and maintains regular working groups to
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If I can’t dance I don’t want to
be part of your revolution
The famous quote by Emma Goldman,
but did she actually say it?
Here’s what she wrote:
“At the dances I was one of the most
untiring and gayest. One evening a young
boy whispered to me that it did not
behoove an agitator to dance. My frivolity
would only hurt the Cause.
I grew furious at the impudent interference
of the boy . . . I did not believe that a Cause
which stood for a beautiful ideal . . . for
release and freedom from conventions

and prejudice, should demand the denial
of life and joy . . . If it meant that, I did not
want it. I want freedom, the right to selfexpression, everybody’s right to beautiful,
radiant things.”
Emma Goldman (1915-1940) was a political
activist and writer. She wrote extensively
about women’s rights.
We think Emma was right about the
importance of joy. But in 2021 we flipped
the quote to also reassert the importance
of protest.
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